
EdT-09 Draft Artifact 

Michelle Albanese - CTO Mentor Candidate 

EdT-09. Demonstrate a working knowledge of online learning environments, A-G 

requirements, and the International Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) standards 

for online teaching and how the CTO is involved in the process for establishing online 

learning programs. 

 

This artifact responds to the scenario outlined here: 

Your superintendent, Mr. Wonderful,  recently went to the CUE conference and came back excited about 

online learning.  He calls a meeting and explains that 30 members of the championship football team 

need to take Algebra 2 in Summer School which is considered the 2016/17 school year.  Mr. Wonderful 

tasks you, the CTO, with finding an online course that will meet the needs of the students.  At the CUE 

conference, there were three online vendors that he thought were great and wants you to investigate: 

Brigham Young University Independent Study (BYU), I CAN Learn Education, and APEX.  Don’t forget 

that these are college bound students who must meet the A-G requirements, so the vendor must be 

“approved” to offer Algebra 2.   

 

Dear Mr. Wonderful, 

I understand that we must assist 30 members of the championship football team to complete the 

graduation requirement of Algebra 2 during the summer for the 2016/2017 school year. Recently you 

attended the CUE conference and I understand that you have identified some online vendors that we 

should evaluate. Since the success of our students is of highest priority we should assemble a group to 

oversee the process. I have identified the following stakeholders; the CTO, Education Technology, 

Information Technology, administrators, teachers, counselors, and curriculum counsel. It is imperative 

that we perform our due diligence to make sure these star athletes successfully complete these 

requirements. 

In preparation for this meeting I have researched the vendor offerings through the University of California 

A-G list which is an approved directory of online vendors and courses found on the UC Doorways 

website. Only courses listed are acceptable in satisfying University of California requirements. “The intent 

http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/
http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/
http://www.ucop.edu/doorways/
http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/


of the “a-g” subject requirements is to ensure that students have attained a body of general knowledge 

that will provide breadth and perspective to new, more advanced study.”  1

A minimum of three years of Mathematics is required, however, four years is recommended. All courses 

must have a grade “C” or better. I have done the research on the three vendors you have recommended. 

The following table shows vendors and approved course offerings: 

Online Vendor 

2016/2017 Course Offerings 

verified on A-G List Discipline 

Brigham Young University 

Independent Study (BYU), Algebra II Part 1 Algebra II 

 Algebra II Part 2 Algebra II 

I CAN Learn Education Only offers Algebra I Not Applicable 

APEX Algebra II Common Core Algebra II 

 

Based on these findings, I CAN Learn Education has been eliminated due to the absence of an Algebra 

II course load. BYU offers Algebra II but it is in two classes which would be impossible to complete during 

the summer. I recommend that we discuss APEX online courses further as there is one course offered 

that can be completed by our students during the summer. 

Once we determine the solution for our students we should evaluate the delivery system we would like to 

use. Since it is most likely to be an online system, students will have access to course content 24X7 but 

they will need to staff support in order to be successful. Because of this we must be sure to support a 

blended learning model and give students regular access to teachers. For some of our educators we may 

need to provide adequate professional learning opportunities, the The International Association of Online 

Learning (iNACOL) is an excellent resource for this. 

Once we make the decision to go with an online program, each student’s home Internet access will need 

to be evaluated and equipment provided if necessary. Providing a classroom and teacher(s) to support 

them in person will be vital in my opinion. Often the technology department will schedule large scale 

projects that are disruptive so it is important that collaboration between the stakeholders exist so as to 

1 http://www.ucop.edu/agguide/a-g-requirements/index.html 
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provide uninterrupted Internet access. I am looking forward to meeting with everyone and move forward 

with the project. 

Thank you, 

Michelle Albanese, CTO 

 


