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Learning Outcomes:  
AsA-04. Demonstrate a working knowledge of best practices districts utilize to report 
achievement data to various stakeholder groups. 
 
AsA-05. Demonstrate a working knowledge of how districts utilize assessment data to 
improve achievement for all students. 
 
The Assessment and Accountability class covered both the Friday night and Saturday sessions. 
The evening session was a very informative discussion about all of the facets of assessment 
and accountability including all of the various data sources that feed into the system like 
CalPads. I thought it was quite interesting that most people in our group don’t have the hands 
on experience with Calpads that I do. I am the primary Calpads administrator for our district, in 
fact, I do all of the Calpads functions including all data verification and certification. 
 
One thing I noticed was that everyone seemed to contribute equally during the class. It seems 
that there was so much experience from different levels in our room which made excellent 
conversation. The format changed on Saturday to more of a scenario solving process. We were 
presented with about seven email scenarios that we were to solve or at least provide insight in 
our groups. The CTO potentially touches everything and one saying I picked up from that day is 
“The CTO is like the swiss army knife, they touch everything because the job changes all the 
time.” I don’t remember who said it but it is certainly spot on. 
 
We were directed to create two separate artifacts. Both artifacts are similar in nature but meant 
to present information to different target groups. AsA-04 is intended for internal communication, 
I centered my artifact around a board report. AsA-05 is for a parent audience. Both documents 
do contain similar information but I changed a few things for each one.  
 
The primary source of information for the graphs were compiled from the CDE website that has 
the 2015 and 2016 CAASPP test scores. I put the percentage data into a spreadsheet and then 
created a few charts. It’s so interesting to see that for the most part our test scores improved 
from year to year except in one instance, the fourth grade. For both ELA and Math test scores 
less students met or exceeded the standards between the years. 
 
Because of the focus on the common core standards it is important that we, as a district, adopt 
similar grading practices. Recently the Curriculum Committee determined that we would migrate 
to standards based grading practices and report cards. The final implementation of this process 
will occur in the 2016/2017 school year. The current school year will be a year of transition and 
teachers will be able to assess standard mastery but will continue to grade in the traditional 
A,B,C format.  



 
 
 


